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The excellence of Ramadhan 
and the command of Taraweeh 


Bv Mufti Zlauddln Naqshbandi Qadri, 

Nail) Shaykh III Flqh .lamia Nizainia. 

Founder'Director Abul Hasanaat Islamic Research Center 


Allalt SWT has selected Ramadhan for the revelation of His Word, the Holy Quran 
He (SWT) has also shown His preference for this month over other months by 
mentioning its name in the Holy Quran 



The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur'an, a guidance for mankind, 
and clear proofs of the guidance, and the Criterion (of right and wrong). Small A1 
Baqarah (2:185) 

With the coming of the month of Ramadhan, Allah SWT floods the world with His 
Mercy. The doors of the sky arc opened The doors of Jnnnah arc opened. 
Everywhere, there is an expression of His Mercy One of the blessed attributes of the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) is His generosity and benevolence. In the 
month of Ramadhan. the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailii wa sallam) became even 
more generous. There is a Haditli in Sahih Bukhari: 



Translation It has been narrated on the authority of Hadhrat Abdullah bin Abbas 
(May Allah be well pleased with him) that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailn wa 
sallam) was the most generous of all and His generosity' would be at its highest point 
in the month of Ramadhan. when Jibrail (peace be upon him) would come to His 
presence. (Sahih Buldian, Vol 1, Pg No: 3) 

Imam Baihaqi has recorded a Hadith in his Sliu'ab U1 Iman: 
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Translation: It has been narrated on the authority of Hadhrat Abdullah bin Abbas 
(May Allah be well pleased with him), he said: When the month of Ramadhan came, 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) released every prisoner and would give 
to everyone who asked (Baihaqui, Shu'ab Ul Iman. Hadith No: 3475)) 

Allah SWT Iras given absolute authority' to the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi wa 
sallam) to decide the rules and Ihe reward for following them Since He (Sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam) is all the more generous in Ramadhan, as pei His habit. He 
(Sallallahu alarlii wa sallam) decreed special rules for Ramadliau and gave glad 
tidings of special reward in this month. 

The reward of an optional (Natl) is equal to tliat of an obligation (Fardh), the reward 
of a Fardh is increased seventy-fold, the reward for providing means to a fasting 
person to break the fast is a drink from the Houz e Kouthar. the promise to increase a 
Momin's sustenance (Rizq); the one in itikaaf is rewarded for every virtuous act etc 

Tlie special reward for these virtuous acts of Ramadhan has been mentioned in the 
Hadith only No verse of the Holy Quran mentions tliis. Tlus is only the generosity 
of Ihe Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) and the result of His benevolence 
A special virtuous act in Ramadhan is Taraweeh 

The excellence of Taraw eeh 


There is a lladith in Sahih liuklian. Sahih Muslim, Janie Tirmidhi: 
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Translation: It has been narrated on the authority of Hadhrat Abn Hurairah (May 
Allah be well pleased with him) that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) 
said: Whoever stands m prayer (Salaat) in the nights of Ramadhan in state of lman 
and sincerity (Ikhlaas), all Ins past sins are forgiven 

(Saluli Bukhari. Vol 1. Hadith No: 1902; Sahih Muslim. Kitab Us Salaatil 
Musafireen: Janie' Tirmidhi. Hadith No: 619; Siuian Abu Dawood, Hadith No: 1165; 
Siuian Nasai. Hadith No: 2174. Sunan Ibn Majah. Hadith No: 1316, Zujajatul 
Masnbeeh. Vol 1. Pg No: 362) 

The command for Salaat Ul Taraweeh 

The Salaat Ul Taraweeh is a "Smuial e Moukkada” i.e a compulsory Suimah for all 
men and women To offer tliis Salaat in a Masjid with a congregation (Jama'at) is a 
Fardli-e-Kifayah for men If all the people of a locality leave the congregation, all of 


them will be held accountable for leaving a Siuuiah For women, it is preferable to 
offer this Salaat in their own houses without a congregation As given in Durre 
Mukhtar. Vol 1. Pg No: 520: 






The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailii wa sallam) offered 2(1 raka’at of 
Tarawcch 

There is a Hadith in Siuian Baihaqm, Imam Tabarani's Mo'jam Kabeer, Mo’jam 
Ausat, Mnsannaf Ibn Alii Sliaiba, Musnad Abd bin Hmnaid, Majma Uz Zawaaid and 
Zujajatul Masabceh 



Translation 11 lias been narrated on the authority of Hadlu at Abdullah bin Umar (May 
Allah be well pleased with liim) that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailii wa sallam) 
offered 20 raka’at of Taraweeh and Will 

(Sunan Kubra Lil Baihaqui. Hadith No: 4799; Musaiuiaf Ibn Abi Sliaiba. Vol 2. Pg 
No: 286, Hadith No: 13. A1 Matalib U1 A’aliyal.i Ibn H ajar Asqalani. Hadith No 
6-12; Mo'jam Ausat Tabarani. Hadith No 5598/810; Mo'jam Kabeer Tabarani, Hadith 
No: 11934, Majma Uz Zawaaid. Vol 2. Pg No 172; Musnad Abd bin Hiunaid, Hadith 
No: 655. Zujajatul Masalieeh. Vol 1. PgNo: 366. Khulasatul Alikaam Lin Nawawi. 
Vol 1. Pg No: 579. Hadith No 1971 . Al Talkhees Li Ibn Hajar Makki. Vol 2. Pg No: 
52, Hadith No: 540; Falh U1 Ban Shaili Salnli Buklian. Al Fii|ha Till Islanu wa 
Adilla. Subul U1 Hilda War Rasliad. Vol 8. Pg No: 267) 

Evidence of 20 raka'at of Taraweeh in the era of Hadhrat Umar Al 
Farooq 



It lias been narrated on the authority of Hadluat Yazid bin Rooman R A tliat he said 
in the era of Hadluat Umar Bin Khattab (May Allah be well pleased with him) people 
used to offer 23 raka'at (20 raka'at of Taraweeh and 3 Witr). 




(Sunan Kubra Lil Baihaqui. Hadith No: 4802. Shu'abul I man. Hadith No: 3123, 
Ma'anfatus Sunan wal Aatliaar Lil Baihaqni. Hadith No 1443: Muwatta Imam Malik. 
Pg No 40. Hadith No: 233; Zujajatul Masabceh. V'ol 1. Pg No: 366. Khnlasatul 
Ahkaam Lin Nawawi, Vol 1. Pg No: 576/577, Hadith No; 1962. Umadatul Qan Sharh 
Saluli Bnklian. Bab Us Salaat Ut Taraweeh: Mirqatul Mafhteeh Sharh Mishkatul 
Masabeeh. Kitab Us Salaat. Path UL Qadcer. Kitab Us Salaat; A1 Bah Raiq. Sharh 
Kanz Ud Daqaaiq, Bab Salaat Ut Taraweeh; A1 Kali li Ibn Qudamah, Kitab Us Salaat. 
A1 Mausnatnl Fiqhiya A1 Kmvaitaiya. Vol 27. Pg No 141/142 (Published in 1427 
Hijn), Bidayatul Mujtaliid, Vol 1. Pg No: 210) 

Allaina Badniddin Aim (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) writes in the 
interpretation of tlus Hadith 
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Translation: Allaina Ibn e Abdul Barr (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) said: 

"23 raka'at mean 20 raka'at of Taraweeh and 3 of Witr." 

(Umdatul Qan Shaih Saluli Bnklian. Kitab Ut Taraweeh. V’ol 8. Pg No: 215) 

Hadhrat Umar's (May Allah be well pleased w ith hint) command for 
offering 20 raka’at of Taraw eeh 

There is a Hadith in Musamiaf Ibn Abi Shaiba 

jr** pA ^-A>. y&r) j> ft* Oi ^ jP 


Translation It has been narrated oil the authority of Iladluat Yaliya bin Sae'ed that 
Hadlirat Umar (May Allali be well pleased with liiin) commanded a person to offer 20 
raka'at of Taraweeh 

(Musamiaf Ibn Abi Shaiba, Vol 2. Pg No: 285, Chapter No 227. Hadith No: 3. 
Tuhfatul Aliwari, Bab Ma Ja'a FI Shalui Ramadhan) 

The teacher of Imam Bukhari's teacher Imam Abdui Razzaq writes m lus Musamiaf: 
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Translation: It has been narrated on the authority of Hadlirat Saib bin yazid (May 
Allah be well pleased with him) says: In the era of Umar, we used to return from the 
night's prayers when the time forFajr would be near and in the era ofHadhrat Umar 


(May Allah be well pleased with him), the Salaat of the night would be 23 raka'at (i.e. 
20 raka'at of Taraweeh and 3 of Witr) 

Apart lfom 20 raka'at of Taraweeh. this Hadith establishes that long raka'at and 
intense recitation of the Holy Quran was the habit of the Sahabah 

There is a Hadith in Kanzul Uninial in The Book of Salaat 
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Translation Hadluat Ubai bin Ka’ab (May Allah be well pleased with him) naiTates 
that Hadluat Umar commanded him to lead the Salaat U1 Taraweeh ill Ramadhan 
saying, people fast in the day, because of which they cannot recite the Holy Quran 
property, you please recite the Holy Qiuan in Taraweeh. 

He requested: "O Commander of the faithful, this is such an action wliicli has not 
been performed in congregation till now. He (i.e Hadluat Umar) said Yes. I know 
that, but this is better 1 ' Thus, Hadluat Ubai bin Ka'ab (May Allah be well pleased 
with him) led the Salaat (Kanzul Ununal, Hadith No: 23471) 


There is a Hadith in Imam Baihaqui's Siman e Suglira and Ma'arifus Siiiian 
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Translation "Hadluat Sail) bin Yazid (May Allah be well pleased with him) says: In 
the era of Hadluat Umar (May Allah be well pleased with lum). we used to offer 20 
raka'at of Taraweeh and 3 raka'at of Will . 

(Siuian Suglira Lil Baihaqui, Hadith No: 833; Ma’arifatus Siman Wal Aathaar Lil 
Baihaqui. Hadith No: 14431 Zujajatul Masabcelr Vol 1. PgNo: 366, Miaqatul 
Mafateeh Sliarli Mislikaat U1 Masabeeh. KitabUs Salaat; Tulifatul Alnvazi. Bab 
Mo'jam Ansat Ja’a Fi Qiyami Shalu Ramadhan. Fatli U1 Qadecr. Kitab Us Salaat. 

Fasl Fi Qiyam Shalu Ramadhan) 



Translation: It has been narrated on the authority of Hadhrat Saib bin Yazid (May 
Allah be well pleased with liini) that in the era of Hadhrat Umar (May Allah be well 
pleased with liini) people used to offer 20 raka'at of Taraweeli. People used to recite 
100 verses and in the era of Hadhrat Usman (May Allah be well pleased with luni). 
they would support themselves with a staff because of the long raka'at 

(Sunan Kubra Lil Baihaqin. Hadith No 4801; Umdatul Qari. Sliarli Saliili Bukliari. 
Kitab U1 Adliaan. Mirqatul Mafateeh Sliarli Mishkatul Masabeeh. Kitab Us Salaat. 
BabQiyami Sliarlii Rainadhan) 

Imam Nawawi (May Allah be well pleased with liini) has mentioned this Hadith as 
rigorously-authenticated (Sahib) in his book "Khulasatul Ahkani" 



Translation Imam Baihaqui has narrated this ITadith using a well-authenticated 
(Saliili) chain of narration 

(Khulasatul Ahkaam. Kitab Us Salaat. Hadith No 1961) 

Mulla Ali Qaii (May Allali shower His Mercy on him) has also mentioned this 
judgment of Imam Nawawi in "Mirqatul Mifatceh", Kitab Us Salaat. Bab Qiyanii 
slialm Ramadhan ” 

(Mirqatid Mafateeh, Kitab Us Salaat. Bali Qiyanii sliahri Ramadhan) 

20 raka’at of Taraweeh, the command of Hadhrat Ali 

There is a Hadith in Imam Baihaqui's Sunan Kubra and in Umdatul Qari. Sliarli Saliili 
Bukliaii (A commentary on Saliili Bukhaii) 



Hadhrat Abu Abdur Ralunan As Siilami narrates on the authority of Hadhrat Ah (May 
Allah be well pleased with him), that in the month of Ramadhan. he (i.e Hadhrat All) 


summoned (lie Huffaz (those who memorized tlie Holy Quran) and commanded one 
Hafidh of them to lead others for 20 raka’at of Taraweeh 


(Sunan Kubra Lil Baihaqui. Hndith No: 4804. Znjajatul Masabeeh. Vol 1. Pg No: 366. 
Umdatul Qan Sharli SaJuh Bukhari. Kitab U1 Tahajjud, Tuhfatul Ahwazi. Bab Maa 
Jaa fi qiyami shahri RamadJian) 

Command to offer Taraweeh with 5 breaks 

There is Hadith in Imam Baihaqiu s Sunan Kubra. m Musaiuiaf Abdur Razzaq, in 
Kanzul Uuunal etc 



Translation: It lias been narrated on the authority of Iladluat Abul Husna (May ,\llah 
be well pleased with Imn) tliat Iladluat All (May Allali be well pleased with lum) 
commanded a liafidli to lead tlie people in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh with 5 breaks 

(Sunan Kubra Lil Bailuiqm. lladitli No: 4805; Musaiuiaf Ibn Abi Sliaiba. Vol 2. Pg 
No: 285. bab 227. lladitli No: 2; Kanzul UnunaL Kilab Us Salaat. lladitli No: 23474. 
Umdatul Qari Sharli SaJuh Bukliari, Kitab Ut Taraweeh. Tulifatul Ahwazi, bab Ma jaa 
fi Qiyanu sJudui RamadJian) 

In Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba there is a similar Ilatlith on the 
authority ol'Iladhrat Abu llusna 's (May Allah be well 
pleased with him) son. 

Translation: It has been narrated on the nuthonty of Hadlirat Ibn E Abul Husna that 
Hadhrat All (May Allah be well pleased with him) commanded a person to lead the 
people m 20 raka'at of Taraweeh 

(Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba, Vol 2. Pg No: 163. Hadith No: 7681) 

It has been established by these highly aiuhontalive and reliable books of Hadith that 
the First Four Caliphs not only offered 20 raka’at of Taraweeh themselves but also 
commanded others to do so. In Islamic law. the status of tlie caliphs is such that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) has commanded the Umniah to adopt their 
Siumali. 





Translation: Bind yoiuself to My Simnah and to the Snnnali of My Caliplis and hold 
fast to it 

(Siman Ibn Majah. Vol 1. Pg No: 5. Hadith No: 42) 

Also, other Sahabah and the Tabie'en (the successors and the students) also offered 20 
raka'at of Taraweeh. The Hadith about this follow: 


Other Sahabah also offered 20 raka'at of Taraw eeh 
20 raka'at Taraweeh In Medina A1 Munawwai ah: 

There is a Hadith in Musaiuiaf Ibn e Abi Sliaiba 
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Translation: Hadhrat Abdul Aziz bin Rafee says: lladlirat Ubai bin Ka’ab (May Allah 
be well pleased with him) used to lead the people in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh in the 
month of Ramadhan and used to lead the people in 3 raka'at of Wilr. 

(Musannaf Ibn Abi Sliaiba. Vol 2. Pg No: 285. bab 227. Hadith No: 5. Tuhfalul 
Ahwazi. bab Ma iaa fi Qiyami shalui Ramadhan) 

The practice of Hadhrat Abdullah bin Mas'ud (May Allah be well pleased with 
him) 

In Umdatul Qan. Allama Badraddin Aim has narrated a Hadith on the authority of 
Imam A'amash. in winch it is clearly reported that Hadhrat Abdullah bin Mas'ud used 
to lead people in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh 
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Translation: Hadhrat A’amash narrates on the authority of Hadhiat Zaid bin Wahb 
(May Allah be well pleased with lum) that he said. In the month of Ramadhan. 
Hadhrat Abdullah bin Mas'ud (May Allah be well pleased with him) used to lead us 
and Imam A’amash narrates that he used to lead people in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh and 
3 raka'at of Witr. 


(Umdaml Qan Sharh Saluh Bukhari, Kitab Ut Taraweeh. Vol 8. Pg No: 246) 
The Sahabah’s consensus on 20 raka’at of Taraweeh 


Imam Kasaiu Hanafi (May Allah be well pleased with him) wntes about 20 raka'at of 
Taraweeh: 
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Translation: The authentic opinion is of the majority of scholars, because Iladhrat 
Umar (May Allah tie well pleased with him) gathered the Sahabah under the 
leadership (Imamat) of Hadhrat Ubai bin Kaab (May Allah be well pleased with him), 
and lie lead them in 20 raka'at every night. None of the Sahabah denied tliis (or 
objected to this) and this way. the consensus of the Sahabah on this issue was 
achieved. 

(Badai Us Sanai. Vol 1. Kitab Us Salaal. Pg No: 644) 

Allama Badrnddin Aini (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) who authored 
Umdatul Qaii, a commentary and explanation on Saliih Bukhari writes: 
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Translation The Hanafi, Shafi'e and the Hambali Imams have accepted (for 20 raka'at 
of Taraweeh) that Haditli as evidence which was recorded and narrated by Imam 
Baihaipii with his own rigorously authenticated (Sahih) chain of narration, wliicli he 
narrates on the authority of Hadhrat Saib bin Yazid (May Allah be well pleased with 
him) 

The Sahabi narrates that die Sahabah and the Tabic'en offered 20 raka'at of Taraweeh 
in the time of Hadhrat Umar (May Allah be well pleased with him), Hadhrat Utlunan 
(May Allah be well pleased with him). Hadhrat Ah (May Allah be well pleased with 
him) 


(Umdatnl Qan Sharh Saluli Bukhan, Vol. Kitab U1 Adliaan, Pg No: 459) 
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Translation: And in Mughni there is a Hadith of Hadhrat Ali (May Allah be well 
pleased with him) that he (Hadhrat All) commanded a person to lead the people in 20 
raka'at of Taraweeh in Raniadhan In the explanation of this Hadith. Imam Aim (May 
Allah shower His Mercy on him) writes Tliis practice of the Sahabah is like their 
agreement 

(Umdatnl Qan Sharh Saluli Bukhan. Kitab U1 Tahajjud) 

Hadhrat Mnlla All Qan (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) writes in his 
commentary on Mishkaat Sharh Mirqaat 



Translation Nevertheless, the Sahabah have agreed that Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at 
(Mirqat Ul Mafateeh, Kitab Us Salaat, Bab Qiyami Slialiri Raniadhan) 

It has been mentioned in A1 Fiqh A1 Island Wal Adilla 
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Translation Taraweeh is a Siuuiah and there are 20 raka'at of it. winch are offered in 
miits of 2 raka'at Wilr will be offered alter that Apart from Raniadhan. Wilr cannot 
lie offered as a congregational prayer. 



The practice of HadJirat Umar (May Allah be well pleased with him) is the evidence 
of 20 raka'at of Taraweeh as Imam Muslim has clarified this in his Sahih that Hadhrat 
Umar (May Allah be well pleased with him) gathered the Sahabah in the Masjd e 
Nabvi (The Prophet's Masjid) to offer 20 raka'at of Taraweeh and the Sahabah also 
agreed with him on tlus and even after the Caliphs, nobody objected to tlus 

(A1 Fiqh A1 Islami Wal Adilla. A1 Juz Ath Thaam, A1 Fash Thamin. An Nawafil Indal 
Hanafiyya) 

Hadlirat Imam Sarkliisi Hanafi (May Allali sliowet His Mercy on him) writes in 
Mabsnt: 
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Translation The consensus of the Sahabah on 20 raka'at of Taraweeh is the evidence 
that all the Fardh and Wajib Salaat in the day and mght add up to 20 and tliis number 
will be completed when Witr is considered as Wajib 

(Mabsut Sarkliisi. KitabUs Salaat. A1 Faslil Awwal Fi Adadir raka'at) 

Albnna Ibn t Tanniva wiites in his Maiiim A1 Falawa. 



Translation: This has been well established that Iladluat Ubai bin Kaa'ab (May Allah 
he well pleased with him) used to lead the people in 20 taka’at of Taraweeh in the 
month of Ramadlian and used to lead them sepaiately in 3 raka'at of Witr. Tims, 
many of the Ulema say that this is a Smmali because Hadhrat Ubai bin Kaab did this 
in the presence of many of the Muhajitin (those who migrated from Macca to Madina) 
and Ansar (The natives of Madina) Sahabah and none of them opposed or dcmed this. 

(Majmu A1 Fatawa, Vol 23. Pg No 112) 

Allama Dusuqi wiites 




Translation: The Sahabah and the Tabie’n have offered 20 raka'at of Taraweeh. 


(A1 Mausuatul Fiqhiya A1 Kuwaitiya. Pubhshed by the Oovemnient of Kuwait, Vol 
27. Pg No: 141/142)” 

The Tabi'en too offered 20 raka'at of Taraweeh 
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Translation: Hadhrat Abdullah bin Qais narrates on the authority of Hadluut Shaitar 
Bin Sliakal that he used to offer 20 raka at of Taraweeh in tire month of RamadliaiL 

(Siman Kubra Lil Bailiaqui. Haditli No 4803, Musarmaf Ibn Abi Shaiba. Vol 2, Pg 
No: 285. Bab 227. Hadith No: 1: Mirqatul Mafateeli Shark Mislikatul Masabeelu 
Kitab Us Salaat. Bab Qiyami Shalui Rainadhan) 

Allama Ibn e Hajr bin Asqalani rh writes in Talizeeb Ut Talizeeb. about Hadhrat 
Shaitar bm Sliakal (May .Mlall be well pleased with lum): 


—»ijij <J\£j 


Translation: He is reliable and hnam Nasai (Author of Siuian Nasai, which is included 
in Siliali Sittali-The six most authentic books of Iladith) lias also declared him as 
reliable. 

(At Tahzeeb Ut Talizeeb. Vol 4. Pg No: 273/274) 

Hadhrat Suwatd BlnChaflah (May Allah be well pleased with him) offered 20 
raka'at of Taraweeh) 

Imam Baihaqiu writes in Sunan E Kubra that Hadhrat Suwaid bm Uhaflah (May 
Allah be well pleased with him) used to lead the people in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh 



Translation: Hadhrat Abul Khusaib (May Allah be well pleased with lum) says: 
Hadhrat Suwaid (May Allah be well pleased with lum) used to lead us in prayer and 
used to lead us in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh with 5 breaks. 


(Sunan Kubra Lil Baihaqui. Kitab Us Salaat, Hadith No: 4803) 


liaritli (May Allah hr- well pleased with him) used lo lead (he people in 20 
raka'at of Taraweeh 
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Translation Hadhrat Hanth (May Allah be well pleased with him) used to lead the 
people in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh and 3 t aka'at of Witr and used to recite Dua e 
Qunoot before going into the niku 

(Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba. Vol 2. Pg No: 285. Bab 227. Iladilh No: 6) 

Hadhrat Abul Bukhtiui (May Allah be well pleased with hitn) itsed lo lead the 
people in 20 rakkats of Taraweeh. 
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Translation Hadluat Abul Buklituri (May .Allah be well pleased with ltini) says that in 
Raniadlian. he used to lead the people in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh with 5 breaks and 3 
raka'at of Witr. 

(Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba, Vol 2. PgNo: 285. Bab 227. HadithNo: 7) 

20 raka’at of Taraweeh — Evidence by Hadhrat Ata (May 
Allah he well pleased with him) 

. y V j 'jtOy.ai yk j C-S"Jili cUaP jt- 


It lias been narrated on the authonty of Hadluat Ala (May Allah be well pleased with 
him) says that, I saw the people offering 20 raka'at of Taraweeh and 3 raka'at of Witr 

(Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba. Vol 2. Pg No: 285. Bab 227. Hadilh No: 9. Fatlnil Ban 
Shark Saliih Bukhari. Bab Salat Ut Taraweeh) 

20 raka’at of Taraweeh - Statement by Ibn e Abi Mulaika 
(May Allah shower Ilis Mercy on him) 
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Translation: Hadhrat Abdullah bin Umar's (May Allah be well pleased with him) 
servant Hadlirat Nafe (May Allah be well pleased with him) narrates that Ibn e 
Mulaika used to lead us in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh and used to recite Surah Fatir in 1 
raka'at 

(Musannaf lbn Abi Shaiba, Vol 2. Pg No: 285, Bab 227. Hadith No: 4) 

20 raka’at of Taraweeh - Practice of Hadlirat Ali bin 
Rabee’ah (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 

It is given in Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba 
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Translation Hadluat Sa'ced bin Ubaid (May Allah be well pleased with him) narrates 
that, in the month of Rainadlian, Hadlirat Ali Bin Rabce'ah (May Allah be well 
pleased with him) used to lead the Muslims in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh with 5 breaks. 

(Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba. Vol 2. Pg No: 285, Bab 227. Hadith No: 11) 

The teacher of Imam Bukhari's (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) teachers, the 
Hadith-Expert Hadluat Abdul Razzaq (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) writes 
in his Musannaf with his own chain of authority: 
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Translation Imam Abdul Razaq (May Allah showei ITis Mercy on him) has narrated 
on the authority of Hadlirat Sufyan Saun (May Allah he well pleased with him) and 
he lias narrated on the authority of Hadluat Ismail bin Abdul Malik that Hadlu at 
Saeed bin Jubair (May Allah be well pleased with him) used to lead us in Salaat in the 
mouth of Rainadlian and used to recite the Quran in 2 different ways, one night 
according to the method of Hadluat Abdullah bin Mas’ud(May Allah be well pleased 
with him) and would lead us in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh with 5 breaks. 


(Musannaf Abdur Razzaq. Hadith No 7749) 


20 raka'at of Tai awrrli From the lime of Haflhral Muhammad Rasulullali 
(Sallallahu alailii wa sallain) to the time of the Muhaddith e Deccan Tladhral 
Syed Ahdullah: 

The above mentioned Hadith. sayings of the Sahabah. sayings of the Imams and the 
clarifications of the Jurisprudents (Fuqaha-Islamic Law expens) and the Hadith- 
Experts (Muhaddithin) and other elders of the Umniah make it crystal clear that 
Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at only The names of the above mentioned Fuqaha and the 
Muhaddithin mentioned in the book are being mentioned here in chronological order, 
so. that it becomes all them more clear that in every age and era Taraweeh has been 
offered as 20 raka'at only and it was never discontinued. 

lladlirat Imam e Azam (May Allah be well pleased with him) 150 Hijri 

Imam Abdtir Razzaq Saii'am (May Allah shower His Mercy on lum) 211 Ilijn 

Imam Ibn e Abi Sliayba (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 235 Ilijn 

Imam Ahmed Rin Hambal (May Allah showet His Mercy on him) 241 Hijri 

Imam Nasai (May Allah shower His Mercy on lum) 303 Hijri 

Imam Tabaram (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 360 Hijri 

Imam Baihaqui Shafa'ee (May Allah shower His Mercy on lum) 458 Hijri 

The interpreter of Abul Waleed Maliki (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 472 
Hijri 

Imam Sarkliisi Ilanafi (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 483 Hijri 

Imam Qazi Ayaz Maliki (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 544 Hijri 

Hadhrat Gliouse Azam (May Allah be well pleased with him) 561 Hijri 

Imam Kasani (May Allah shower His Mercy on lum) 587 Hijn 

Allama Ibn c Ruslul Maliki (May Allah shower His Mercy on liim) 595 Hijri 

Allama Ibn e Qudama Hambali (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 620 Hijri 

Imam Sharfiiddin Nawawi Shafa'ee (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 676 Hijri 

Abul Baraka'at Abdullah bin Aluned Nasafi Ilanafi (May Allah shower His Mercy on 
lum) 710 Hijri 

Allama Ibn e Taimiya 728 Hijri 

Author of Tabyeen U1 Haqaaiq, Imam Zaila'i (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 
743 Hijri 


Author of Majma Uz Zawaaid. Imam Haithami (May Allah shower His Mercy on 
lum) 807 Hijn 

Author of Fatliul Ban. Imam Ibn e Hajr Asqalam (May Allah shower His Mercy on 
him) 852 Hijn 

Author of Umdatul Qan Sharh Sahih Bukhan. Allama Badniddin Aim Hanafi (May 
Allah shower His Mercy on him) 855 Hijn 

Author of Fatli 11 Qadeer, Allama Ibn e Hainain Ilanafl (May Allah shower His 
Mercy on him) 861 Hijii 

Author of Subul ul Hilda War Rashad, Allama Muhammad bin Yousuf Salln (May 
Allah shower His Mercy on him), 912 Hijri 

Allama Ibn e Nujaim ITanafi (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 970 Hijn 

Allama Ibn e Haji Makki Haithami Shafa'ee (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 
973 Hijii 

Aullioi of Kanz Ul Ummal, Allama .Mi Muttaqi Hanafi (May Allah sliowei His 
Mercy on him) 974 Hijii 

Author of Mirqatul Mafateeh Sharh Mishkatul Masabeeh, Hadhral Mulla All Qari 
(May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 1014 Hijri 

Allama Abdur Rahman Muhammad (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 1078 
Hijn 

Hadhral Shah Walmllali Muhaddis Dehlvi (May Allah shower Ills Mercy on him) 
1176 Hijri 

Allama Ibn e Abidin Sliaami Hanafi (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) 1252 
Hijn 

The Pndc of the Muhaddithm. the essence of the A’arifeen, Hadluat Abul Hasanaa! 
Sycd Abdullah Shah Naqshbandi Mujaddidi Qaihi (May Allah shower His Mercy on 
lum) (Deceased-1384 Hijii) has recorded Hadith and Traditions on the authority of 
Bailiaqui. Ibn Alii Shaiba. Baghawi and Abd Bin Ilmnaid in in liis great book of 
Hadith. Zujajatul Masabeeh 


The practice of the Table'en, the majority of the llema and the Fuqaha of the 
Hanafi School: 

Tlie Saliabah have a consensus on the issue of 20 raka'at of Taraweeh The majority 
of the Tabie'en. the scholars, the Shaw ala’ee and the people ofKufa also act on this as 
clarified in Umdatul Qari Vol 8. Pg No 246 
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Translation: As far as tlie practice of the Tabie’en goes, the names of those among 
them who considered 20 raka'al of Taraweeh as coirect are being mentioned here: 

Hadluat Shateei bin Sliakal 
Hadluat Ibn Abi Mulaika 
Hadluat Haritli Hanulani 
Hadluat Ala Bin Abi Ribah 

Hadluat Abul Bakhtari. tire brother of Hadluat Hasan Basii 
Hadluat Sae'eed bin Abul Hasan 
Hadluat Abdul Ralunan bin Abu Bakr 
Hadluat Umran Abdi 

May Allah shower His Mercy on all of them 

All the people ofKufa follow this path only and Hadluat Imam Shafa'ee (May Allah 
shower His Mercy on him) and majority of Ftiqaha did lliis only and this is more 

COITCCl 

Imam Abu Hanifa. Imam Shafie. Imam Ahmed bin Hambal and accenting to 1 report 
Imam Malik (May Allah be well pleased with al of them) agree that Taraweeh is of 20 
raka'at only. 

Imam Kasatu (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) writes in Badai us Sanai: 






Translation: Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at only. This is the ruling of the majority of the 
Ulema and this is correct because when Hadhrat Umar bin Khattab (May Allah be 
well pleased with him) gathered the Sahabah under Hadhrat Ubai bin Kaab (May 
Allah be well pleased with him), he lead them in 20 raka'at of Taraweeh every night 
and none of the Sahabah objected to it Tins way the Sahabah achieved a consensus 
on this 

Atlanta Ibn e Nujaini (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) wiites in Bahr Ur Rai<| 
and A llama Ilm e Abidin Shami wiites ill Raddul Muhtaai 

Taraweeh is of 20 laka'at The majority of the scholars agiec on tlus and in east and 
west (i e everywhere), the Muslims practice tliis. (Al Balir Ur Raiq. Vol 2, Pg No: 
117) 



(RaddUl Mulitaai, Vol 1, PgNo 521, Bidayatul Mujtahid, Vol 1, PgNo: 210, Al 
Fi(|li Al Madlialub Al Alba, Vol 2. Pg No: 342) 

The opinion of Hadhrat Chouse Azam (May Allah be well pleased with him) 

The pole of the world, the leader of men. Hadhrat Syed Shaykli Abdul Qadir Jilani 
Hasani Husaini. Ghouse Azam Dastagii (May Allah be well pleased with him) writes 
in Al Gluuiya Li Talibi tariqil haqqi: 



Translation: Salaat Ut Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at 
(Al Ghimya Li Talibi tariqil haqqi. Vol 2. Pg No 16) 

20 Raka'at of Taraweeh, the ruling of the Imams of the Inirnah 

Allama Shibli wntes ni the Hashiya. explanatory notes of Tabyeen U1 Haqaaiq Vol 1 
pg no. 443: 



Translation: In our opinion, Taraweeh is of 20 raka’at and this is the ruling of Imam 
Shafa’ee and of Imam Ahmed bin Hambal (May Allah be well pleased with him). 


Allaina Qazi Ayaz has narrated on the authority of the majority of scholars that 
Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at 

Allaina Ibne Abidin Shaanu Naqshbandi (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) has 
written in Raddul Muhtar: 
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Translation Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at Tliis is the ruling of Ihe majority of scholars 
(Radd U1 Muhtaar. Vol IPg No 521) 

It is wiilten inMansua'aFiqluya 
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Translation The majority of the scholars of the Hanafi, Shafa'ec, Hambali and some 
Maliki scholars is tliat Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at. 

Allaina Ali Simaliwaii writes: 
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Translation The people practice this and all Ihe cities have been following this only 
(Al Mausu'alul Fiqluya Al Kuwailiya. Vol 27, Pg No: 141/142) 

The opinion of the Fuqaha of the Ifanafi School: 

Hadhrat Imam Sarkhsi (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) wntes in Mabsut: 
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Translation: In our opinion. Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at without Witr 
(Mabsut, Sarkhisi. KitabUs Salaat. Al Faslil Awwali Fi Adadi raka'at) 


Imam Kasam (May Allah shower His Mercy on hun) writes: 
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Translation: Taraweeli is 20 raka'at, offered with 10 salaams and 5 breaks After 
every 2 salaams, a break is to be taken. This is the ruling of the majority 

(Badai Us Sanai. Vol 1, Pg No: 644) 

Imam Abdullah bin Aluned Nasafi (May Allali shower His Mercy on luni). the author 
of Tafseer Midrak writes: 
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Translation In the month ofRamadhan. 20 taka'at of Taiaweeh is Smuiali 
(Kanz Ud Daqaaiq, Kilab Us Salaat. Pg No: 34) 


Imam Zaila’i Hauafi (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) writes 

. / • x / < # 9 ^ ^ ^ x 

^ I ••/i' ^ / 9 f/ £ • , £ I , I,- x . XX O 9 » xx x x , ^ 9 x x J 1 3 - 

AU> j Uw-Ij ^UJI Ju 4JJ bJLP ^1 ( ijS J 0jP*P y ) 


Translation In our opinion, Taiaweeh is of 20 taka'at and Imam Shafa’ec and Imam 
Aluned bin Hambal have also said tins Allaina Qazi Ayaz (May Allah shower His 
Mercy on him) lias narrated the same oil the authority of tlic majority of the scholars. 


(Tabycen U1 Haqaiq. Kitab Us Salaat. Bab Witr wan Nawafil) 

Allaina Urn e Nujaiin Misri (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) writes in Balir Ur 
Raaiq: 
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Translation: The majority of the Fuqalia say that Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at. as the 
Hadith of Hadlirat Yazid bin Rnman (May Allah be well pleased with him) is present 
in Mawatta A1 Malik that in the era of Hadhrat Umar (May Allah be well pleased with 
him) people used to offer 23 raka’at (20 raka'at Taraweeh and 3 raka'at of Witr) 

The Muslims of the east and west have been doing the same. 

(A1 Bahr Ur Raiq. Vol 2. Pg No: 117) 

It is given in Fatawa A'alamgin: 




Translation Taraweeh is offered with 5 breaks. Each break is of 4 raka'at, which is 
offeicd with 2 salaams If it is offeied with more than 5 breaks, it is Makntli 
(Undesirable) in our opinion. 

(Fatawa A'alamgiri, Kitab Us Salaat, Pg No: 115) 

Allama Abdur Ralunan MuliammacL popularly known as Shaykli Zada Ilanafi (May 
Allah shower His Mercy on him) writes 


- s 


Translation. Apart from Witr, Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at 

(Majina U1 Anlnu Fi Shaihil Multaqal Abilin. Kitab Us Salaat. Fasl Fit Taraweeh) 

Clarification by Hadhrat Shah Waliullah Muhaddis Dehlvi 
(May Allah shower His Mercy on him): 

Hadluat Shah Waliullah Muhaddis Dehlvi (May Allah shower His Mercy on lum) 
writes about Taraweeh in ltis monumental work Hujjatidlahi] Baliglia 
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Translation Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at 


(Hujjatullahil Baliglia, Vol 2. Pg No 18) 



Muhaddith-e-Deccan Hadhrat Abul Hasanaat Syed Abdullah Shall Sahab Naqshbaudi 
Qadn Hanafi (May Allah shower His Mercy on hnn) writes: 
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Translation: A total of 20 raka'at of Taraweeh is a Sunnah Mankkada (Compulsory 
Sunnah) because tliis one of those acts which have been regularly performed by the 
Caliphs and it has been mentioned that the Siumali of the Caliphs is also to lie 
followed and the one who leaves them is a sinner. 

(Zujajatul Masabeeh. Haashiya. Vol 1, Pg No: 366) 

It is written in Al Fiqh Al Islami Wal Adilla 
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Translation Imam Abu Hanifa (May Allah be well pleased with him) was asked 
about this nding of Hadhrat Umar (May Allah be well pleased with him) He said. 
Taraweeh is a Sunnah Mankkada and neither did Hadlual Umar (May Allah be well 
pleased with him) stall lilts oil his own nor did he invent any new method The 
command which he gave is based on some evidence which he had and on the 
established .Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (Sallallalm alaihi wa sallam) 

20 raka’at of Taraweeh in the Hainbali school of Fiqh 

Allama I bn e Qudama Hambah (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) writes in his 
book Al Kafi: 
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Translation: It is a Siumali that Taraweeh should be offered as congregational prayer 
of 20 raka'at and the Imam should lead the people in Witr also. 


(Al Kafi. Kitab Us Salaat) 


20 raka'at of Taraweeh in the Shafa’ee school of Fiqh 

Allaina Ibn e Ilajr Haitliami Makki Shafa'ee (May Allali shower llis Mercy on him) 
writes in Al Minliaj U1 Qaweem: 

—j-jtM | ^ dill 01 «uIp 

Translation; Nevertheless, the Saliabah (May Allali be well pleased with him) have 
concurred and agreed on 20 raka' at of Taraweeh 

(AL Minhaj U1 Qaweem. Pg No 138) 

Allaina Abul Wahd Snlayrnan bin KJialaf Andusi Malki (May Allah shower Ills 
Mercy on him) writes in lus book Al Muntaqa Sharh Mawatta; 

Translation; Based on (lie Hadith of Hadlirat Yazid bm Rinnan (May Allah be well 
pleased with him): Imam Shafa'ee (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) has ruled 
that Taraweeh is of 20 raka at apart from Witr 

Taraweeh in Maliki School of Fiqh: 

Allaina Tim e Ruslid Maliki (May Allali shower His Mercy on him) writes in 
Bidayatul Mujtalud: 
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Translation According to a report Imam Malik. Imam Abu Hanifa. Imam Shafa'ee 
and Imam Ahmed bin Hambal (May Allah be well pleased with him) have agreed that 
Taraweeh is of 20 raka'at apart from Witr. 

(Bidayatul Mujtaliid. Vol I.PgNo 210) 

20 Raka'at in Taraweeh 

There are 20 raka'at in Taraweeh. It is established by the Sunnah (Masnoon) to offer 
it as 10 cycles of 2 raka'at and to give a gap alter every 4 raka'at As given in Durre 
Mukhtar. Vol 1, Pg No: 521: 


Wisdom behind 20 raka’at of Taraweeh 

Imam Zaila’i Hanafi (May Allah shower His Mercy on Him) writes 



Translation: Only Allah knows the wisdom as to why 20 raka'at have been ordered 
for Taraweeh It might be that the raka’at should equal the number of Fardh Salaat. as 
all the Fardh Salaat including Witr add up to 20. (Tabveen U1 Haqaia. Kitab Us 
Salaat) 

It is also given in BahrUr Raiq that the wisdom behind deciding the number of 
raka’at in Taraweeh as 20 is that the Siumali complete the Fardh (Obligatory). Thai is 
why the number of raka'at in Taraweeh has been decided as 20 keeping in mind that 
the number of raka’at in the Fardh Salaat. as Allama Ibn e Nujaim Misti (May Allah 
shower His Mercy upon him) writes on the authority of Imam Jalaluddin Suyuli 



Translation The wisdom behind ordaining the number of Taraweeh raka'at as 20 that 
the Summit complete the Fardh. All the Fardh Salaat including Will add up to 20 
For this reason. Taraweeh is also of the same number, so that the Salaat which are to 
be completed and the Salaat which complete become equal ( 

Clarification by Allama Ibn e Abidin Sliaaini 

Allama Ibn e Abidin Sliaann llanafl Naqshbandi writes 



Translation: It is not a secret that the Sunnah along with the Fardh do complete them, 
but in this month they should be most complete 

Explaining of the TIadith of 36 raka'at: 




Translation: The Shafa ee Fuqaha say that the people of Medina offered 36 raka'at of 
Taraweeh This is because 20 raka'at of Taraweeh has 5 breaks The people of 
Mecca perforin 1 tawaaf after each breaks So. tire people of Medina started offering 
another 4 raka'at in each break to become equal to tire people of Mecca in virtuous 
acts Tins is not allowed for anybody apart from the people of Medina. Tlus is the 
most collect ruling as Allania Ramli says Because the Holy Prophet’s (Sallallalm 
alailii \va sallam) migrated to Medina and His sanctuary also is in Medina, the people 
of Medina are distinguished from others 

(A1 Mausuatul Fiqliiya Al Kuwailiya, Vol 27. Pg No 143) 

It has been established by the rigorously-authenticated (Salnh) Hadilli that Hadluat 
Umar (May Allah lie well pleased with him). Hadlirat Usman (May Allali be well 
pleased with him). Hadlirat Ali (May Allah be well pleased with him) used to offer 20 
raka'at of Taraweeh and in the eras of their caliphate, it was also the custom of the 
Muslim Umrnali More than that, the Saliabah had arrived at a consensus about tliis as 
understood by the explanations given by the Imams, Fuqaha. etc. In general, in the 
Muslim world including in Mecca and Medina, tliis is what is followed 

If it is said that the Holy Prophet's (Sallallalm alaihi wa sallam) offering of 20 raka'at 
is not established and offering 20 raka'at of Taraweeh is against Suiutah and we 
should offei 8 raka'at Then to answer to this some points are being mentioned 

The Holy Prophet’s (Sallallalm alailii wa sallam) offering of 20 raka'at has been 
recorded in Imam Baihaqui's Shu'ab U1 Iman. Imam Tabarani’s Mo’jam Kabeer. 
Mo’jam Ausat, in Musaiuiaf Ibn e Abi Shaiba, Musnad e ’Abdbin Hrunaid. Majma Uz 
Zawaaid and in Zujajatul Masabeeh on the authority ofHadluat Abdulla bin Abbas 

Hadlirat Abdullah bin Abbas says 



Translation: It has been narrated on the authority ofHadluat Abdullah Bin Abbas that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallalm alailii wa sallam) offered 20 raka'at of Taraweeh and 
Will in the month of Ramadhan 


(Sunan Kubra Lil Baihaqui. Haditli No: 4799, Musannaf Ibn Abi Sharba, Vol 2. Pg 
No: 286, Bab 227. Hadith No: 13, A1 Matalib U1 A'aliya Li Ibn Hajar Asqalam. 
Hadith No: 642: Mo jani Ausat. Hadith No: 5598/810. Mo jam Kabeer. Hadith No: 

11934,Majina Uz Zawaaid. Vol 3. Pg No: 172; Mnsnad Abd bm Hnmaid. Hadith No: 
655. Zujajatul Masabeeh. Vol 1, Pg No 366. Klmlasatul Ahkaam Lin Nawawi. Vol 1, 
Pg No 579. Hadith No: 1971, A1 Talkhees Li Ibn Hajar Makki. Tabe U1 Kitab Us 
Salaat. Vol 2, Pg No: 52, Hadith No: 540. Path ul Ban, Sharli Sahih Bukhari, Bab 
Fadlil min Qama Ramadlian. A1 Fiqh A1 Island Wal Adilla. A1 Fash Thamin, An 
Nawafil. Subtil Ul Hilda War Rasliad. Vol 8, Pg No: 267) 

A rule followed by the Experts of Hadith 

Among the Imams of cnticism of Haditli and of narration and comprehension of 
Haditli. none has declared tills Hadith as false or lies. But they have clarified about 
the Dliaeef Hadith (Hadith which are not rigorously authenticated) dial when there are 
other Hadith in support of tliat Haditli. then that Haditli does not remain Dliaeef. It 
becomes "Hasan Lighairihi" which is to be followed Hadlirat Sliali Abdul llaq 
Muliaddis Deldvi (May Allah shower His Mercy on him) lias clarified in Ins foreword 
of Usul al Hadith: 


— Ojjll ^4 »»l Jj£\ j 4i yO SJjii Jl j 


Translation: If a Dliaeef Hadith lias many cliains of narration which make it stronger, 
then it is called "Hasan Liglianilii" 

Taking support from one rule of the Muliadditliin. namely That Dliaeef Hadith is not 
to be acted upon." and ignoring tills Marfu Hadith is to disobey those rules and 
guidelines. There is an element of weakness in the related Haditli of Hadlirat 
Abdullah bm Abbas, but theie are many authentic Hadith in support of it. The 
practice of the Sahabah is well established and the act of the Tabie'en is also well 
established All these support and strengthen this Hadith 

Hadith of 8 raka’at 


There is a narration from Hadlirat Aisha Siddiqua (May Allah l>e well pleased with 
her) which mentions 8 taka'at 
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Translation: It has been narrated on the authority of Hadhrat Abu Salma bin Abdur 
Rahman (Way Allah be well pleased with him), he says that he asked Hadlunt Aisha 
Siddiqua (Way Allah be well pleased with her) how was the Salaat of the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alailii wa sail am) in Ramadhan'’ Uininul Momineen Hadhrat 
Aisha (Way Allah be well pleased with her) said The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailii 
wa sallam) would not offer more than 11 raka'al in Ramadhan and out of it. He 
would 4 taka'at with such fervor lliat you should not even talk about it Then He 
(Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) would 3 raka'at I (i.e Hadhrat Aisha) asked Him O 
Prophet of Allah (Sallallahu alailii wa sallam)' Do You rest before offering Witr? 

The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailii wa sallam) said O Aislia (May Allah be well 
pleased with her)! Verily Wy eyes sleep, my lieait does not 

(Saliih Bukhari. Kilabul Tahajjud. Pg No: 154, Hadith No: 1147, Bab Fadlil min 
qiyami Ramadhan. Pg No 269. Hadith No 2013; Pg No: 504. Nadith No 3569; 

Saluli Muslim Kitab Us Salaatil Wusafireen. Hadith No: 738) 

The Hadith ol 8 raka'at is about Tahajjud 

Sayuig on tlie basis of tliis Hadith tliat Taraweeh is only of 8 raka at is a grave 
mistake, winch is very much against the science of Hadith. the narration of Hadith and 
the understanding of Hadith 

When looked closely, it becomes obvious that Litis Hadith is not at all about 
Taraweeh. but about Tahajjud as lladlirat Aislia (May Allah be well pleased with her) 
is talking about 8 raka'at ui Ramadhan and out of it. Every sane person realizes that 
Taraweeh is offered only in Ramadhan and not out of it; otherwise, we should also 
say that Taraweeh is offered for the whole year Even those who insist that Taraweeh 
do not offer it throughout the year! We can act upon this Hadith only when the 8 
raka'at mentioned here arc accepted in Tahajjud 'That these 8 raka'at mean Tahajjud 
is also supported by tliis Hadith of Hadhrat Aisha (May Allah lie well pleased with 
her), which comes in Saliih Buklian: 



Translation. It has been narrated on the authority of Hadhrat Aisha (May Allah be 
well pleased with her) that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would offer 
11 raka'at. then when the day dawned. He (Sallallahn alaihi wa sallam) would offer 2 
light raka’at Then. He would rest on His right side to the point that the Muezzin 
would come and request Him. 

(Sahih Bukhari. Vol 2. Kitab Ud Da'awat, Hadith No: 6310) 

Also, the (coming) Hadith of Hadhrat Abdullah Bin Abbas (May Allah be well 
pleased with them) clearly shows that the Hadith of 8 raka'at is about Taliajjtid The 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) would rest and offer 11 raka'at. then 
Hadhrat Bilal (May Allah be well pleased with him) would come and call out the 
Adhaan. as given ill Sahih Bukhari: 



Translation It has been narrated on the authority of Hadhrat Abdullah bin Abbas 
(May Allah be well pleased with them), he says that I stayed at the house of my aunt 
Uiiimul Momineen Hadhrat Maiinoona (May Allah be well pleased with her) The 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) talked to His wife for some time, then 
rested and when the last third pait of the night came. He (Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) 
sat up and looked towards lire sky and lecited this verse of the Holy Qman 

Then the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) awoke, would perfonn Wuzu and 
use Miswak and offered 11 raka'at Then when Hadhrat Bilal (May Allah be well 
pleased with him) called out the Adhaan. the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa 
sallam) offered 2 raka'at and came out and offered the Salaat of Fajr, 

(Sahih Bukhari. Vol 2. Khali Ut Tafseer. Pg No: 657. Hadith No: 4569) 

Calling 20 raka'at a Bida'ah is not at all justice 

It is not correct to make a deduction from the 8 raka'at Hadith and call 20 raka'at a 
Bida'ah Even if it is accepted that Taraweeh is of 8 raka'at, then the one offering 20 


raka'at is offering 12 raka'al and Ramadhan is the month of good deeds and vutnous 
acts. It is established by the Haditli tliat in this month extra prayers should be offered 
The Holy Prophet (Sallallahn alaihi wa sallam) has given glad tidings of the reward 
for offering Nafl prayers being equal to the reward of offering Fardli Salaat in other 
months. There is a lengthy Hadith m Imam Bailiaqui's Shu'ab U1 Iman Please see a 
small part out of it 


—ol Jmh W3 ji j £-I ijA 4-3 *-«>yfci 'JA 


Translation The person who does a Nafl good act in tins month is like a person doing 
a Fardli act in other months 

(Baihaqui Shu’ab U1 Iman, Hadith No 3455, Zujajatul Masabeeh Vol 1. Pg No 
541/542, KilabUs Saiun) 

The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would offer more worsliip in this 
month than other montlis. It is given in a Hadith in Sahib Bukhari 



Translation It lias been narrated on the authority of Uinmul Momineen Hadhrat Aisha 
Siddiqua (May Allah be well pleased with her) that when the last 10 days of 
Ramadhan came, the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) would worship more 
than before, would s]>end the nights in worsliip and would wake tip the members of 
the household 

(Saliih Bukhari, Kitabul Fadlili Lailatul Qadr. Hadith No. 2044, Saliih Muslim Hadith 
No: 1174) 

The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) lias declared Taraweeh as a special 
Sunnah. as given in Sunaii Nasai. Siman Ibn Majali and Kanzul Ummal 



Translation Abul Salma bin Abdiu Rahman (May Allah be well ]>leased with them) 
narrates from his fathei Haillirat Abdiu Rahman (May Allah lie well pleased with 
him) tliat the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said Verily! Allah 
(Stibhanalm Wa Ta’ala) has made the fasts of Ramadhan Fardli (obligatory) for you 
and I liave declared the Salaat of Taraweeh in it to be a Sunnah 


(Sunan Kasai, Vol 1. Pg No: 308. Hadith No 2180. Sunan Ibn MajaJi, Hadith No: 
1318. Kanzul Ummal. Hadith No: 24289/23722/23660/23659. Sunan Kubra Lin 
Nasai. Vol 2. Pg No: 89. Hadith No: 2520) 

In tlus Hadith. the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa sallani) has declared extra 
Salaat in Raniadhan as His Sunnah and encouraged tlie Unuuah to perfonn more good 
deeds than other months. 


If Taraweeh is accepted as 8 raka'at. then it should said that the Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) encouraged the Ununah to offer more good deeds and 
perfonn more worship, but He Himself did not do so May Allah (Sublianalni Wa 
Ta'ala) protect us from tins 

The mentioned Hadith establish that in Ramadhan more and more worship should be 
offered Even then calling 20 raka'at as a Bida'ah is no justice 

It is a matter of shame that that act which is completely against the Siuuiah is lenued 
Sunnah and what the Hadith really demand is called Bida'ah 

Consequences of taking Taraw eeh as 8 raka'at from Hadhrat Aisha 
(May Allah be well pleased with her) Hadith: 


If Taraweeh is taken as 8 raka'at. then it should also be accepted that Taraweeh 
should be offered after getting up from sleep and in the last part of the mglit Nobody 
offers Taraweeh after getting up from sleep 

If lladlirat Aisha (May Allah be w ell pleased with her) was saying about 8 raka'at of 
Taraweeh. then she herself would be offering the same 8 raka'at. She would not liave 
kept quiet on seemg sometliing against the Sunnah. There is no narration from 
lladlirat Aisha Siddiqua (May Allah be well pleased with her) that she offered 8 
raka at Taraweeh. She w as present in die times of die Four Caliphs The Sahabah 
would all offer 20 raka'at If tliis was against the SiumalL she would have objected to 
it. That Hadhrat Aislm Siddiqua (May Allah be well pleased with her) held her peace 
and did not object to this shows that this Hadidi is not about Taraweeh 


If this Hadith of Ummnl Monuncen Hadhrat Aisha Siddiqua (May Allah be well 
pleased with her) is about Taraweeh, then which Salaat does the following Hadith talk 
about? Both the Hadith cannot be about the same Salaat. as the previous Hadith of 
Hadhrat .Aisha (May Allah be well pleased with her) is about Ramadhan and out of it 
and this Hadith talks about 2. 3 days 
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Translation: It has been narrated on the authority of Hadhrat Aisha Siddiqtia (May 
Allah be well pleased with her), she says The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu almhi wa 
sallam) was offering Salaat in His room at night and the wall of the room was of 
medium height. The Sahabah saw the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailri wa sallam) and 
offered Salaat behind Him (taking Hun as their Imam). Morning came and the 
Sahabah mentioned lliis to the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailii wa sallam) The next 
night the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailii wa sallam) was offering Salaat Tire 
Sahabah saw Him and started offering Salaat behind Him. The Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu alailii wa sallam) did this for 2 or ~S nights to the point that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alailii wa sallam) remained in His room and did not come In 
morning, when the Sahabah mentioned this, the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailii wa 
sallam) said 1 fear that this Salaat will be dcclaied Fardli foi you In another version 
of the same Hadith, the following words are given: 




Translation Then you will not be able to offer it 

(Saliih Bukhari, Vol 1. Hadith No 729, Hadith No 921; Hadith No 1129; Haditli No: 
2012) 

Tlus Hadith is mentioned in Saliih Bukhari at more than 2 places This Hadith has 
mention of offering of Salaat. but there is no mention of the number of raka’at The 
interpreter of Sahih Bukliati. the author of Fath U1 Bari. Imam Ibn Hajr Asqalani 
(May Allah shower His Mercy on lum) has clarified in Al Talkhees that here, the 
number of raka'at was 20. 

(Al Talkhees. Tabe ill KitabUs Salaat. Hadith No: 540) 

Imam Ibn Hajr Makki Haitami (May Allah shower His Mercy on lum) has mentioned 
one Hadith about the muiibei of the raka'at of Tai aweeh 
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Translation: (It has)" 20 raka'at every' night of Ramadhan, with the intention of 
Qiyaaine Ramadhan or Taraweeh. because there is a rigorously-authenticated (Sahih) 
Hadith that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa sallain) offered Taraweeh for 4 
nights and the Saliabah followed Hun (in prayer). Then the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam) did not come oui His room and offered it m His room for the rest of 
the month and said: I fear that this Salaat will made Fardh (obligatory) for you. then 
you will not be able to offer it 

Muhammad bin Muhammad Akmaluddin Babaiti (May Allah shower Ilis Mercy on 
him) writes m detail about 20 iaka'at Taraweeh in ‘Inaya Sharli Hidayali 



Translation It is nanated that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) came 
one night and offered 20 iaka'at Then when the next night came, the Saliabah 
gathered The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) came and led the Saliabah 
in 20 iaka'at. Then when the ird night came, the Saliabah gathered in large numbers, 
but the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) did not come He (Sallallahu alaihi 
wa sallam) said I know of your gathering (for Me), but 1 fear that this Salaat will be 
declared Fardh for you Then the Saliabah. until the time of Hadlual Umar (May 
Allah be well pleased with him) offered llus Salaat individually and separately Then 
Hadhrat Umar (May Allah be well pleased with him) said: I lliink it is belter that I 
gather the people behind a single Imam Then, he gathered the people with Hadhrat 
Ubai bin ka'ab as the Imam, then he led the people in 20 raka'at with 5 breaks 
(Al 'Inaya. Sharli Hidayali. Kilab Us Salaat. Fasl Fi Qiyanii Sliahri Ramadhan) 

The blessed habit of the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu wa sallam) was 20 raka'at 
Tile saliabah agr eed on the number of raka'at as 20 The Fucjaha who explained the 


laws of Islam have clarified the same in the books of Fatawa The Muhaddithin who 
held safely thousands of Hadith in their heart did the same In every century, this was 
followed After knowing all tins in detail, nojnst person will deny 20 raka'at 
Taraweeh. The Hadith can be followed and acted upon correctly only when Taraweeh 
is offered as 20 raka'at 

May Allah (Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala) for the sake of the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alailu 
wa sallam) guide us and all Muslims on to the path of giudance and guide us to 
perform good deeds in this blessed month Aameen 
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